BEVERLEY

Beverley, now a quiet market town famous only for the
beauty of its two churches, was in the early days of its
history a far more important place than its near neighbour,
Kingston-upon-Hull. As late as Edward VI Js reign, it could be
described asc a market town and the greatest within all Estryding
of your Majesty's county of Yorke.' The size and splendour
of the Minster and St. Mary's Church, the dignified houses, the
spacious market place, all point to Beverley's past greatness,

The town has no history before Christianity and it is to
one of the great saints of Yorkshire, St. John of Beverley,
that it owes its origin. This saint, who was born in the East
Riding, was educated first at Canterbury and then under St.
Hilda at Whitby. In 687, he became Bishop of Hexham and
such was the fame of his sanctity and his miracles that he was
made Archbishop of York. It was on one of his episcopal tours
that he passed through Indrawood (Beverley), then a lonely
swamp surrounded by the forest of Deira, Finding a small
church already in existence, he acquired the land, enlarged the
church and founded a monastery for monks and nuns. To this
monastery he retired some years before his death in 721. After
his canonisation his body, which had been buried in the church,
was placed in a magnificent shrine and became one of the most
popular centres of pilgrimage.
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